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Fhe CONTENTS of:Paat-HI - 


S this Part contains.a Defeription of the Eftaoli iment of LIBERTY 
| in Rome, it begins with a Vi rew of the Grecian Colompes fettled int the | 
“'Sonthern Parts of Italy,-‘which with’ Sicily conflituted the Great Greede of | 
the Antients. With thefe Colonies the Spirit of Liperry, and of Republics, | 
Jpreads over Italy; to Ver. 32. ranfition to PyrHacoras and bis Phib- | 
fophy, which he taught thro thefe free States and Cities; to Ver.71. Amidf | 
the many fmall Republics iz Italy, Rome the deffined Seat of LIBERTY. 
Her Eftablifoment there dated from the Expu Yion of the Tarquins. How dif- 
Sering from That in. GREECE’; Zo Ver. 88. Referencerto, a View of the Ro- 
MAN REPUBLIC given in he Firft Part® of this Poem* to mark it’s Rife 
and Fall the peculiar Purport of This. During it’s firft Ages, the greatef 
Force of Ligerty, and Virtue, exerted; to Ver. 103. The Source whence 
derived the Heroic Virtues of the Romans. Enumeration ‘Of thefe Virtues, 
Thence their Security at Home; their Glory, Succef, and Empire, Abroad;. 
fo Ver. 226. Bounds of the Roman Empfire_geograpbhically defcribed; to. Ver. 
a57. [he States of GREECE refored to LiBERTY, by T1TUS Quintus 
Fiaminius, the highe/t Inftance of Public Generofity and Beneficence; to Ver, 
328. The Lofs of Liperty in Rome. - It’s Caujfes, Progrefs, and Com- 
pletion in the Death of Brutus; ¢o Ver. 48s. Rome under the Emperors ; 
fo Ver. 513. From Rome the Goppsss, of LiBERTY goes among the Nor- 
THERN NATIONS; where, by infufing tuto ¢hem ber Spirit and general 
Principles, Sux lays the Ground-aork of ber future Eftablifements ; fends them 
in Vengeance on the Roman Empire, now totally enflaved; and then, with 
Arts and Sciences in ber Train, quits Earth during the dark Ages; fo Ver, 
g50. The Calefial Regions, to w hich | LIBERTY retired, not he fo be 
opened to the View of Mortals i ears 

















— LIBERT Y. 
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, PART II... 
* gees ERE melting mix’d with Air th’ Ideal Forms, 
‘ That painted ftill whate’er the Goppprss fung. 
: Then I,impatient.—“ Fom extinguifh’d Greece, 
i ‘© To what new Region ftream'd the Human Day 2” 

She foftly fighing, as when Zephir leaves, cs 

Refign’d to Boreas, the declining Year, 

zB Rev 


1000 EBERT Y. | 
‘Refumn’d—Indignant, ‘thefe * lat Scenes I fled : 
And long eer then, Leucadia’s cloud y Chiff, 
And the Ceraunian Hills behind me thrown, 


All Latrum ftood arrous'd. Ages before, 


Great Mother of Republicks! Greece had pour’d, 


Swarm after Swarm, her ardent Youth around. 
On Afia, Afric, Sicily, they ftoop'd, 
But chief on fair Hesperia’s winding Shore ; 
Where, from + Lacinium to Etrurian Vales, 
They roll’d encreafing Colonies along, 


And lent Materials for my Roman Reten. 


With them my Spirit {pread ;, and.numerous States, _. 


And Cities rofe, on Greciaz. Madels.form’d ; 
As it’s Parental Policy, and. Arts, 


Each had imbib’d. Befides, ta Each affign’d - 


. * The laft Struggles of Liberty in GREECE. 
+ A Promontory in Ca’abria. 
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LIBERTY. 
A Guardian Geriivh: Ser thé Publick Weal, 
Kept an unclofing Eyé : try'd to fuftain, a 
Or more fublime the Soul infus’d by Me: | 
And ftrong the Battle: tofe, - with vdtioiis ave, 
Againft the Tyrant Detninis oF thé Latid. 
Thus they their little Wars dnd Triumphs knew 5. 
Their Flows of Fortune; and receding Tims, _ 
But almoft all below thé proud Regard | 
Of Story vow'd to Rowe, on Deeds intent 
That Truth beyond the Plight of Fable bore. 


Not fo the * Samran SAcE3 to-him belongs 


The brighteft Witnefs of réccrding Fame: 
For thefe free States his native + Ifle forfook; 
And a vain Tyrant’s tranfitory Smile, - 
He fought Crotona’s me falubrious Air, 

B 2 


* PYTHAGORAS. 


T Samos, over which then reigned the Tyrant PonrycRATES, 


II 


25 


35 


And 


12 LIBERTY 

And thro’ * Great Greece his gentle Wifdom taught ;. . 
Wifdom that calm’d for + liftening, Years the Mind,- : » 
Nor ever heard amid the Storm of Zeal. yo 
His mental Eye firft launchd into the Deeps ma eae . 40 
Of boundlefs Ether ; where unnumber'd Orbs, ..\- 
Myriads on Myriads, thro’ the pathlefs Sky - . : . - 
Unerring roll, and wind their fteady Way. pn 
There he the full confenting Choir beheld; 0.) - it. 5, | 


A 
~ ap’: so. ‘ 


There firft difcern’d the fecret Band of Love, .., : 


} 
The kind Attraction,. that to central: Suns 5a af Gye aed 7 


Binds circling Earths, and World with Warld unites.., ..  <- 


Inftructed thence, he great Ideas form’d. 7 bye oT 


es ee 


Of the whole- moving, - all-informing Gop, -. -.:2. 3 


The Suz of Beings! beaming unconfin’d. ©... i sier a bo’. 


* The Southern Parts of Jtaly, and Sicivy, fo called becaufe of the Grecian 


Cofonies there fettled. a 
+ His Scholars were enjoined Silence for five Years, 


¢ mt 5: XN : 
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Light, Life, and Love, and ever-active Power : 

Whom nought can image, and who beft approves: 

The filent Wortfhip of the moral Heart, 

That joys in bounteous Heaven, and {preads the Joy. 

Nor feorn’d the foaring Sage to ftoop to Life, gs. 
And bound his Reafon to the Sphere of Man. 

He gave the four yet * reigning Virtues name ; 

Infpir'd the Study of the finer Arts, 

That civilize Mankind, and Laws devisd | 

Where with enlighten’d Juftice Mercy mix’d. 60 - 
He even, into his tender -Sy{tem, -took. 

Whatever fhares the Brotherhood of Life : 

He taught that Life’s indiffoluble Piame, 

From Brute to Man, and Man to Brute again, 
For-ever-fhifting, runs th’ Eternal round ; 65. 


Soin 
) Thence 


* The four Cardinal Virtues.. 


14 LIBERTY. 

Thence try’d againft the blood- polluted Meal, 

And Limbs yet quivering with fome kindred Soul, 

To turn the human Heart. Delightful Truth! 

Had he beheld the living Chain afcend, 

And not a circling Form but rifing whole. | 
Amid thefe fmall Republicks one arofe, 

On yellow Tyder's Bank, almighty Rome, 

Fated for Me. A nobler Spirit warm 'd 


Her Sons; and, rous’d by Tyrants, nobler fiill 


With all their Crimes; bad radiant Eras rife, 

And the long Honours of the Con/ul-Line. 
Here from the fairer, not the greater, Plan 

Of Greece I vary'd; whofe unmixing States, 


By the keen Soul of Emulation pierc’d, 


‘i: 


ane) 


It burn’d in Brutus; the proud Targuins chas’d, 


80 


_ Long 
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Long waged alone the bloodlefs War of Arts, 
And their def Empire gain’d. fut to diffufe 
O’er Men an Empire was my Purpofe now : 
To let my martial Majefty abroad ; 
Into the Vortex of one State to draw So. 
The whole mix’d Force, and Lsberty, on Earth ;. 
To conquer Tyrants, atid fet Nations free. 
Already have I given, with flying: Touch, 
A broken View of this my ampleft Reign. 
Now, while its firft, laft, Periods you: furvey,. 96 
Mark how it lab’ring rofe, and’rapid fell:. 
~ When Rome in Noon-tidt Enipire grafp'd'the’ World, 
And, foon as her refiftlefs Legions fhoiie, 7 
The Nations ftoop’d: around tho’ theti appear’d” 
Her Grandeur moft, yeti’ her Dawn of Power, ge’ 
By 


16 LIBERTY. 
By many a jealous equal People prefs’d, 
Then was the Toil, the mighty Struggle then; - 
Then for each Roman I an Hero told; 
And every paffing Sun, al Lation Scene, 
Saw patriot Virtues then, and awful Deeds, 
‘That or furpafs the Faith of modern Times, 
Or, if believ’d, with facred Horror ftrike. . 
For then, to prove my moft exalted Power, 
I to the Point of full Perfection pufh’d, - 
To Fondnefs, and enthufiaftic Zeal, 
The great the reigning Paflion of the Free. 
That Godlike Paffion ! which, the bounds of Se/f 
Divinely burfting, the whole Public takes 
Into the Heart, enlarg’d, and burning high 


With the mix’d Ardor of unnumber’d Se/ves ; 


I0G@ 


IO5 


rIiro 


Of 





LIBERTY. 17 
OF all who fafe beneath the Voted Laws 
Of the fame parent State, fraternal, live. 
From this kind Suwa of Moral Mature flow’d 
Virtues, that fhine the Light of Humankind, 
And, ray d thro’ Story, warm remoteft Time. LIS 
Thefe Virtues too, reflected to their Source, — 
Encreasd it’s Flame. ‘The focial Charm went round, 
The fair Idea, more attractive ftill, 
As more by Virtue mark’d; till Romans, all 
One Band of Friends, uné¢onquerable grew. 129, 
Hence, when their Country rais’d her plaintive Voice, 
The Voice of pleading Nature was not-heard; . 
And in their Hearts the Father throb’d no more: 
Stern to themfelves, but gentle to the Whole. 
Hence {weeten’d Pain, the Luxury of Toil; | 1250 


Cc Patience 
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Patience, that bafile’'d Fortune’s utmoft Rage; _ 

Iligh-minded Hope, which at the loweft Ebb, 

When aie: conquer'd, and when Canne bled, 

The braveft Impulfe felt, and {corn’d Defpair. 

Hence Moderation a new Conqueft gain’d ; 130 
As on the vanquifh’d, like defcending Heaven, 

Their dewy Mercy drop’d, their Bounty beam’d, 

And by the labouring Hand — Crowns beftaw’d. 

Fruitful of Men, hence hard laborious Life. 9 
Which no Fatigue can quell, no Seafon pierce. =. sd 3B 
Hence, InpEPENDANCE, With his Lizsle pleasd - | 
Serene, and Self-fufhcient, like a God 3; 

In whom Corruption could not lodge one Charm, 

While he his one Roots to Gold preferr’ds 

While truly rich, and by his Sadine Field, - 140 


The 


ap ce Se — 





[yy 


7 » The v very. ‘Moment that the Laws ordain‘d. 
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The Man maintain’d, the Romman’s Splendor all 

Was in the Public Wealth and Glory plac’d: 

Or ready, a rough Swain, to guide the Plough ; 

Or elfe, the Purple o'er his Shoulder thrown, 

In long Majeftic flow, - rule the State, __ 148 
With Wifdom’s pureft Eye; or, clad in Steel, 


To drive the fteady Battle ‘on the Foe. - 


Hence every Paflion, even the proudeft, ftoop’d, «- 


To Common-Good: Cami LLUS, thy Revenge : 


Thy Glory, Fa : rus. All fubmiflive hence, I P 9 


sai Diéazors, ftill refign’d their Rule ; 


Tho’ Vanquet oer them clap‘d her Eagle-wings, 


Her Laurels wreath’ d,; and yoke'd her {nowy Steeds 


To the triumphal Car: foon as expir'd | 155 
C 2 The 
. ; : : ae 
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The lateft Hour of Sway; taught to. fubmit, 





(A harder Leffon That than to command} 

Into the Private Roman funk the Chief. — 

If Rome was ferv’'d, and. Glorious, carelefs they 

By whom. Their Country’s Fame they deem’d their own; 160 
And above Envy, in a Rival’s Train, 

Sung the loud Jos by themfelves deferv’d. 

Hence matchlef§ Courage. On Cremera’s Bank, ~~ - 
Hence fell the Fasrr; hence the Decrr dy’d ; 

And Currtius plung’d into the flaming Gulph. 168 
Hence Recutus the wavering Fathers firm’d; | 

By dreadful Counfel never given before ; = | 
For Roman Honour fue’d; and his own Cisse: 
Hence he fuftain’d to dare a Death prepar’d 


By Punie Rage. On Earth his manly Look. — 170 


— —— 


LIBERTY 
Relentlefs fix'd,. he from a laft Embrace, 
By Chains polluted, put his Wife afide, 


His little Children climbing for a Kifs 5 


Then dumb thro’ Rows of weeping wondering Friends, 


‘ new iluftrious Exile ! prefs'd along: 


Nor lefs impatient did he pierce the Crowds 
Oppofing his Return, than if, efcap’d: 

From long litigious Suits, he glad forfook 

The noify Town a while and City Cloud) 

‘Eo breathe Venafrian, or Tarentine Air. 

Need I thefe high Particulars recount * 

The meaneft Bofom felt a Thirft for Fame’; 

Flight their worft Death, and Shame their. only Feari 


Life had no Charms,. nor any Terrors Fate,. 


When Rome and Glory. call’'d.. But, in-one View, | 


21 


175 


80 


185, 


Mark. 
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yp) LIBERTY. 
Mark the rare Boaft of thefe unequal’d Times. 
Ages revolv'd unfully’d by a Crime: 

Aftrea reign’d, and fcarcely needed Laws, 

To bisa a Race elated with the Pride 

OF Virtue, and difdaining to defcend Igo 
To Meannefs, mutual Violence, and Wrongs. 
While War around them ragp’d, in happy Rome 
All peaceful fmil'd, all fave the paffing Clouds 


That often hang on Freedom's jealous Brow ; 


And fair unblemifh’d Centuries elaps'd, 195 eae 


When not a Roman bled but in the Field. 

Their Virtue fuch, that an unballanc’d State, . 

Stull between (Vob/e and Plebeian toft, 

As flow’d the Wave of fluctuating Power, 

By that kept firm, and with triumphant Prow 209 


Rode 
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Rode out the Storms. Oft tho’ the Native Feuds, 

That from the firft their Conftitution thook, 

(A latent Ruin, growing as it grew) 

Stood on the threatening Point of Civil War 

Ready to ruth : yet could the lenient Voice ; = 205 
Of Wifdom, foothing the tumultuous Soul, 

Thefe Sons of Virtue calm. Their generous Hearts, - 
Unpetrify’d by Sef, fo naked lay 

And fenfible to Zruzh, that o’er the Rage 

Of giddy Faction, by Oppreffion {well’d, 210 
- Prevail’d a fimple Fable, and at once 

To Peace recover’d the divided State. 

But if their often-cheated Hopes refus'd 

The foothing Touch ; ftill, in the Love of Rome, 


The dread Diétator found a fure Refource. ay 5 


24 LIBERTY. 
Was fhe affaulted ? was her Glory ftain’d? 
Onc common Quarrel wide inflam’d the Whole. | 
Foes in the Forum ia the Field were Friends, 
By focial Danger bound ; each fond for each, 
And for their deareft Country all, to die. - 220 

Thus up the Hill of Empire flow they toil’d: 
Till the bold Summit gain’d, the thoufand States 
Of proud Iratra blended into One; 
Then o’er the Nations they refiftlefs rufh’d, 
And touch’d the Limits of the failing World. 228 

Let Fancy’s Eye the diftant Lines unite. 
See That which = wild the Weftern Main, 
Where Storms at large refound, and Tides immenfe+ 
From Caledonia’s dim Cerulean Coat, | 
And moift Hibernia, to where las, lodg’d : 230 

2 Amid. 
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Amid the reftlefs Clouds and leaning Heaven, 

Hangs o'er the Deep that borrows thence it’s Name. 

Mark That oppos’d, where firft the {pringing Morn 

Her Rofes fheds, and fhakes around her Dews: 

From the dire Defarts by the Ca/pian lav'd, 235 
To where the Zygris and Eupbhrazes, join’d, | 
Impetuous tear the Babylonian Plain ; 

And bleft Arabia aromatic breathes. 

See That dividing far the watry North, 

Parent of Floods! from the majeftic Rhine, 24.0 
Drunk by Batavian Meads, to where, feven-mouth’'d, 

In Exxine Waves the flafhing Danude roars ; 

To where the frozen:Tanais {carcely ftirs 

The dead Meotic Pool, or the long * Rha, 

“In the black + Scythian Sea.his Torrent throws. 245 
D Laft 


* The antient Name of the Vo'ga, 
+ The Ca/pian Sea. 


26 LIBERTY. 
Laft, That beneath the burning Zone behold. 
See where it runs, from the deep-loaded Plains 
Of Mauritania to the Lybian Sands, 
Where Ammon lifts amid the torrid Wafte 
A verdant Ifle, with Shade and Fountain frefh ; 2 50 
And farther to the full Egyptian Shore, 
To where the WVile from Exhiopian Clouds, 
His never-drain’d ethereal Urn, defcends. 
In this vaft Space what various Tongues, and States! 
What bounding Rocks, and Mountains, Floods, and Seas! 255 
What Purple Tyrants quell'd, and Nations free'd! 
O’er GREECE defcended chief, with ftealth divine, 
The Roman Bounty in a Flood of Day: 
As at her Ifhmian Games, a fading Pomp! | 


Her full-aflembled Youth innumerous fwarm’d.- °° ~~ 260 


On 
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On a Tribunal raisd Framinius fat; . - 
A Victor he, from the deep Phalanx pierc’d 
Of iron-coated Macedon, and back 
The Grecian * Tyrant to his Bounds repell’d. 
In the high thoughtlefs Gaiety of Game, 265 
While Sport alone their unambitious Hearts | 
Poffefs'd ; the fudden Trumpet, founding hoarfe, 
Bad Silence o’er the bright Affembly reign. 
Then thus a Herald.—- “ To the Statesof GREECE 
“ The Roman Peopte, unconfin’d, reftore | 279 
‘© Their Countries, Cities, Liberties, and Laws ; 
“« Taxes remit, and Garrifons withdraw.” 
The Crowd aftonifh’d half, and half inform’d, 
Star'd dubious round ; fome queftion’d, fome exclaim’d, 
(Like one who dreaming, between Hope and Fear, 275 


D 2 Is 
* The King of Macedonta. 
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Is loft in anxious Joy) be that again, 

Be that again proclaim’d, ‘difting, and loud. 

Loud, and diftiné, it was again proclaim’d; 

And ftill as Midnight in the Rural Shade, | 

When the Gale flumbers, they the Words devour’d. | 


A while fevere Amazement held them mute. 


Then, burfting broad, the boundlefs Shout to Heaven — 


From many a thoufand Heast extatic fprung. 
On every hand rebellow’d to their Joy 

The fwelling Sea, the Rocks, and vocal Hills : 
Thro’ all her ‘Turrets {lately * Corinth fhook ; 
And, from the Void above of fhatter’d Air, 
The flitting Bird fell breathlefs to the ground. 
What piercing Blifs! how keen a Senfe of Fame, 


Did then, Framinrus, reach thy inmoft Soul? 


. * The J?omian Games were celebrated at Corinth. 


280 
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And with what deep-fele Glory didft thou then 
Efcape the Fondnefs of tranfported Gasecs? 
Mix’d in a Tempeft of fuperior Joy, 


They left the Sports; like Bacchanals. they flew, 


‘Edch other ftraining in a ftrictt Embrace,: - 4295 


Nor ftrain’d a Slave ; and loud. Acclaims till Night | 

Round the Proconful’s Tént repeated rung. 
Then, crown’d with Garlands, came the feftive Hours ; 

And Mufic, fparkling Wine, and Converfe warm, |. 

Their Raptures wak’d a-new.--.“ Ye Gods! they cry'd, 300 
“© Ye guardian Gods of Gargece! ee wefreeP |. 
‘Was it not Madnefs deem’d the. very Thonght? 

« And is it true? How did we purchafe Chains ? 


« At what a dire Expence of Kindred Blood ? 


© And are they now diffolv'd? And fcarce one Drop = 405 


<C¢ For 
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For the fair firft of Bleffings have we paid? 

Courage, and Condué@, in the doubtful Field, 

When rages wide the Storm of mingling War, 

Are rare indeed ; but how to generous Ends 

To turn Succefs, and Conqueft, rarer ftill: gio 
That the Great Gods and Romans only know. 

Lives there on Earth, almoft to Greece unknown, ~ 

A People fo magnanimous, to quit - 


Their native Soil, traverfe the ftormy Deep, 


And by their Blood and Treafure, {pent for us, | 315 


Redeem our States, our Liberties, and Laws! © 


There does! there does! Oh Saviour Tirus! Rome!” 


Thus thro’ the happy Night they pour’d their Souls, 


And in my laft reflected Beamis rejoic'd. 


- As when the Shepherd, on the Mountain Brow, - 320 


i Sits 


' 
- ne 
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~~ 


Sits piping to his Flocks, and gamefome Kids ; 


ee 


| Mean time the Sun, beneath the green Earth funk, 
Slants upward o'er the Scene a parting Gleam : 
Short is the Glory that the Mountain gilds, 
Plays on the glittering Flocks, and gladstheSwain; = 3.25, 
To weftern Worlds irrevocable roll’d, | 
Rapid, the Source of Light recalls his Ray. 

Here interpofing I—- “ Oh Queen of Men! 
“ Beneath whofe Sceptre in effential Rights 
<< Equal they live ; tho’ plac’d, for common Good, 330 
‘© Various, or in Subjection er Command ; 
<¢ And that by common Choice: alas! the Scene, 
<< With Virtue, Freedom, and with Glory bright, 
<¢ Streams into Blood, and darkens into Woe.” 


Thus SHE purfue’d.— Near this great Ara, Rome 335 
Began: 
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Began to feel the fwift Approach of Fate, 

That now her Vitals gain’d: ftill more and more | 

Her deep Divifion$ kindling into Rage, 

And War with Chains and Defolation charg’d. 

From an unequal Ballance of her Sons _ 5 340 
Thefe fierce Contentions fprung ; and, as encreas'd 

This hated Inequality, more fierce 

They flam’d'to Tumult. InpepenxDance fail'd; ©. 

Here by luxurious Wants, by real there ; 

And with this Vittue every Virtue funk: Ba 
As, with the fliding Rock, the Pile fuftain’d. 

A laft Attemtpt, ‘too late, ‘the Gracent made, . 

To fix the flying Scale, ‘and poife the State. 

On one fide fwell’d Ariftocratic Pride “ 

“With Ufury, the Villain! whofe fell Gripe : 380 


Bends 
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Bends by Degtees to Bafenefs the /ree Soul ; 

And Luxury rapacious, cruel, mean, | 

Mother of Vice! While on the other crept 

A Populace in Want, with Pleafure fir'd ; 

Fit for Profcriptions, for the. darkeft Deeds, - 3 355 

As the proud Feeder bad; inconftant, blind, 

Deferting Friends at Need, and dupe’d by Foes 3 _ 

_ Loud and Seditious, when a Chief infpird ae 

Their headlong Fury, but, of him depniv'd, 

Already — that lick’d'the fcourging Hand. .- ~~ 360 
This firm Republic, that againft the Blaft 

Of Oppofition rofe ; that (like an Oak. 

Nurs’d on feracious A/gidum, whofe Boughs — | 

Sill ftronger fhoot beneath the rigid Axe) °- 

By. Lof&, by Slaughter, . from the Steel itfelf, _ 36 z 

E Even 
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Even Force and Spirit drew; {mit with the Calm, 


The dead Serene of profperous Fortune, pine'd. 
Nought now her weighty Legions could oppofe ; . 


Her * Terror once, on 4fric’s tawny Shore, 


Now finoak’d in Duft, a Stabling now for Wolves; — 


And every dreaded Power receiv’d the Yoke. ~ 


Befides, deftructive, from the conquer'd.Eaft, | -. 


In the foft Plunder, came that: warft of Plagues." 73 -:.: 


That Peftilence of Mind, a feavey'd Phirft | 
For the falfe Joys,’ which Luxury prepares. 
Unworthy Joys! that wafteful leave behind 
Np mark of Honour, in refleting Hour, -- 


No fecret Ray to glad the confcious Soul ; 


At once involving in one Ruin Wealth, . «=: 


And Wealth-acquiring Powers: while ftupid Self, 
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LIBERTY. 
of narrow Guft, and hebetating Senfe 
Devour the nobler Faculties of Bfifs. 
Hence Roman V: rtue flacken'd ‘into Sloth : 
Security relax’d the foftening State ; 

And the broad Eye or Coveniment lay clos’. —~ a8c 
No more the Laws inviolable reign’d, ; 

And Public Weal no:tiicre: but Patty rage’d ; 

And partial Power, cist telat ativetinain'd, 

Let Difcord thro’ the deathful City’ loofe. a | 

Firft, mild * Ti BERIU . on thy tacred Head an 3 - 
The Fury’s Vengeance fell ; the Firft, whofe Blood | 
Had fince the Confuls ftain’d contending Rome. 

Of Precedent pernicious--- With Thee bled 

Three hundred Romans ; with thy Heda next, 

Three Thoufand ene stil, into Battles ena’ 7 3 . 


E 2 Debates 


* Tis, Greaccuu:, 
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Debates of Peace, and forc’d the trembling Laws,, 

The Forum and Comitia horrid grew, 

A Scene of barter’d Power, or recking Gore, 7 

When, half-afham’d) CorRUPTIONS Thievifh Arty, tee 
And Ruffian Force begin tofap the Mounds ..;-_—- 400, 
And Majefty of Laws ; if not in Time - 
Reprefs'd fevere, for human Aid too ftrong: cee 
The Torrent turns, and overbears the Whole. 

Thus Luxury, Diffenfon, amix'd Rage ane | 
Of boundlefs P/ea/ure and of boundlefs Wealth, z 405. 
Want wilhing Change and Wafte repairing War,, 

Rapine for ever loft to peaceful Toil, 
Gui/t unatton’d, profufe of Blood Revenge, . 
CoRRUPTION all-avow’d, and /awle/s Force. 


Each heightening Each, alternate fhook the State. . 410. 
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Mean time Ambition, at the dazling Head 
Of hardy Legions, with the Laurels heap’d 
And Spoil of ations in one circling Blaft 
Combin’d the various Storm, and from it's Bafe 
The broad Repuastic tore, By Virtue built 
I ek the Skies, and {pread o'er fhelter’d Earth 
An avila Roof: by Virtue too fuftain’d, 
And ballanc'd. fteady, every Tempeft fung. 
Innoxious by, or bad it firmer ftand. 
But when, with fudden and. enormous Change, 
The frf? of Mankind funk into the 4f, 
As once in Virtue fo in Vice extreme,. 
This univerfal Fabrick yielded loofe, 
Betore Ambition fill; and thundering down,,. 


At laft, beneath it’s Ruins crufh’d a World. 
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A conquering People, ‘to themfelves a Prey, 
Muft ever fall ; when their victorious Troops, 
In Blcod and Rapine favage grown, can find 
No Land to fack ‘Si pillage but their own. 
By brutal Wisin and keen Sytua, firft os 
Effus'd the Deluge dire of Civil Blood, 
Unccafing Woes begati: and This, or That, 
(Deep-drenching their Revenge nor Virtue {par’d, 
Nor Sex, nor Age, nor Quality, nér Name; _ 
Till Rome, into an human a turn’d, | 433 
a, | 
Made Defarts lovely.---Oh to well earn’d Chains 
Devoted Race! --- ff no true Roman then, 
No Scavota there was, to raife for Me 
A vengeful Fland: was there no fale robb'd 


Of bleoming Youth to prop his wither'd Age? 440 


No 
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No Son, a Witnels to his hoary Sire 

In Duft and Gore defil’d ? No Friend, forlorn ? 
No Wretch, that doubtful trembl’d for himfelf? 
None Brave, or Wild, to pierce a cama Heart, 
Who, heaping Horror round, no more deferv’d 
The facred Shelter of the Laws he fpurn’d ? 

No. Sad or all profound Dejection fat ;. 

And nervelefs Fear. The Slave’s Ain theirs = 
Or Flight, ill-judging, that the timid Back 
Turns weak to Slaughter; or partaken Guilt. 

In vais from Sytua’s Vanity I drew 

An unexample’d Deed. The Power refign‘d, 
And alLunhop'd the Commonwealth reftor’d,, 


A.maz'd the Public, and effac’d his Crimes. 
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Unarm’d he ftray’d, unguarded, unaffail’d 

And on the Bed of Hesce his Afhes laid; 

A Grace, which I to his Demiflion gave. 

But with him dy’d not the defpotic Soul. 

Ambition faw that ftooping Ro me could bear 460 

A Master, nor bad Virtue to be free. 

Hence for fucceeding Years my troubled Reign 

_ No certain Peace, no {preading Profpe@ knew. 

Deftruction gather’d round. Still the black Soul, 

Or ofa Catiitine, or * Rutzius, {well’d 4.65 

With fell Defigns: and all the watchful Art 

Of Cicero demanded, all the Force, 

All the State-wielding Magic of his Tongue . : “ 

| And 

* Pus. Servitrus Rutius, Tribune of the People, pesmi a a 


rian Law, in Appearance very advantageous tor the Peorle, but deftructive of 


their Liberty; and which was defeated by the Eloquence of CrceRo, in his 
Speech againf{ Rutius, | 
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And all the Thunder of my Cato’s Zeal.“ °,° »-. 470 
With thefe I linger’d ; till the Flame anew. 2 0 + 
Burft out in Blaze immenfe, ahd wrap'd the World. 

The fhameful Conteft; {praiig 3: to'whom Mankind . 


Should yield the Neck: to: Pomp yy: who conceal’d 


A Rage impatient:of anidqual. Name; >... 2 sigs 


Or to the nobler Casa‘r, on whofe Brow... fot ble 
O’er daring Vice deluding Virtue {mil'd, . « 
And who no lef?a,yain- Superior, fcorn’d, 0° 


Both bled, but bled in vain. .- New Traitors rofe. 


The Venal wii be bought, the Bafe have Lords. . 480 | 


To thefe vile Wars I left ambitious Slaves.; ,;, 
And from P4Ailippi’s Field, from where in Duft 
The laft of Rosmans, matchlefs Brutus! lay, 


Spread to the North untam’d a rapid Wing. 
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What tho’ the firft fmooth C 2's ar's Arts eared, gx 
Merit, and Virtue, finrulating Me? 
Severely tender! cruelly humianet!: 

The Chain to clinch; and make it fofter' fie” 
On the new-broker ftill ferocious State. 
Frons the dark * Third, fucceeding, Ebeheld= = 460 
Th’ Imperial Monftersah-A Race on Bath 
Vindidtive fent, the Scowrge of Hemankird |! 
Whofe blind Profufion drai’d 2 Baiikrupe- World: ; 
Whofe Luft to forthing Nature feemd Difginde sy 
And whofe Inférnat Rape Bact every Drop 3 8 So age | 
Of antient Blood, that yet retuin’é my Flame; 0° <2 & 
To that of + Pats, in the peaceful Bath, - 

eee ee ee ee Oe 


* TiBEeRtius. Be 
+ THRASEA PaArtusg, chia . Nero. Tacitus introduees the 
Aecount he gives of his Death thus. — * Afcer having inbumanly ia fo 
66 many 
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Gn Rowe's affcighted ‘Gntetts inigloiicns flaw. 
But almoft juft the ineauly:(pitient Death, 
That waits a Tysaiis unprevented Stoke, | 


4 


_ 
Titus indedd gave or fhort Bvening Gleam 5 
More cordial felt, as ithe midft-it tpread 
QE Storm, andiHlorrpr. ‘The Delight-of Ment = 
He who the Day, when ‘his o’erflowing Hand | 
Had made no happy Heast, condlnded- loft, 5s ste 
Trajan and ‘He, with-the wip * Srre and Son, 
His Son of Virtue! eas’d:awhile Mankind; _ 
And Arts revivd beneath.their gentle Beam. - 7 
Then was their laft Effort »iwhat Sevdpiure rais'd 
ee | | as 


‘*;many illuftrious Men, he (Nero) burned at laft with a Defire of cutting off 
‘s Virtue itfelf in the Perfon of Turaseza, €.” 


*“Awtoninus Pius, and hisadoptedSon Marcus AuRELIus, after- 


-wards calltd ‘Aw-ronrnus PHILOSOPHUS. 
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44 LIBERTY. 
To Trayjan's Glory, :following ‘Friuinphs ftole ; : —? si0 
And mix’d with Gorbic Forms, ‘(the Chiffel’s Shame) 
On that Triumphal.*' Arch, ‘the Forms of Gargce. ” 

Mean time o'er rocky Thrace, and the déep Vales’ 
Of gelid Hamus, I purfud my Flight; : 2A lives c. 
And, piercing fartheft Scyzbia; weltward: fwept:.2 i. 7 ge 
+ Sarmatia, travers'd bya thoufand Streams. “1.10. S 
A fullen Land of Lakes} - and: ‘Fens ‘immenifez i on ela be 
Of Rocks, tefounding Torrents, :glodmay Heaths, i’: e 
And cruel Defarts black. with founding Pine3 12.7.9 no? 4 
Where Nature frowns :: tho’ ‘onetime’ into Smiles: °°: - 520 
She foftens; and immediaté, tatithe Touch... ve} eo co 


Of fouthern Gales, throws from thé fudden Glebe 
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* ConsTAaAntan t's Arch, to’build which, That‘of ‘T R.A] A.N Was celtroy’d, 


Sculpture having been then almoft intirely loft, ° 


Tt Phe antient Sarmatia contain’d a vatt Tra of Country running all alone 
the North of Europe, and Afa. 
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Luxuriant Pafture, and a Wafte of Flowers. 
But, Cold-compreft, when the whole loaded Heaven 
‘ Defcends in Snow, loft in one white Abrupt, 
Lies undiftinguith’d Earth ; and, {ei2'd by Froft, 
Lakes, headlong Streams, and Floods, and Oceans fleep. 
Yet there Life glows; the furry Millions there 
Deep-dig their Dens beneath the theltering Snows : 
: And there a Rice -of Men- prolific fwarms, 
To various Pain, to little Pleafure us'd ; 
On whom, kecniciin. beat Riphean Winds ; _ 
Hard like their Soil, and like their Climate fierce ;. 
The Nurfery of Nations !--- Thefe I rous’d, 
Drove Land on Land, on People People pour'd ; 
Till from almoft perpetual Night they broke, 


As if in Search of Day; and o’ér' the Banks 
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Of yielding Empise, only Slave-fullait’d,. 
Refiftlefs:rage'd, :in Vengeance iirg’d by Me. 
Long in the barbarous Heest the bury'd Sceds = 50 
Of Freedom lay, ‘for many a twintry Age; — 
And tho’ my Spirit work'd, :by flow Degrees, 
Nought but it’s Pride and Fiercenefs yet appear.d. 
Then was the Night of Life, that-parted Werlds. - 
I quitted Earth the while. Aswhen the Tribes gags 
Aerial, warn’d of rifing’‘Winter, ride 
Autumnal Winds, ‘to warmer ‘Climates borne ; 2 
So, Arts and each good Genius in my Train, 
I cut the clofing Gloom, and foar-d to Heaven. — 
In the bright Regions there of pureft Day, 550 
Far other Scenes, and Palaces, arife, 


Adora’d profufe with other Arts divine. 
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All Beauty here below, to them compar’d, 
Would, like a Roft befdre the mid-day Sun, 
Shrink up it’s Bloffom;: like a Bubble break . 
The paffing poor Magnificence of Kings.. 
For there the Krna or Narturg, in full Blaze, 
Calls every Splendor forth; and there his Court 
Amid Etherial Powers, and Virtues, holds: 
Angel, Archangel, tutelary Gods, 
Of Cities, Nations, Frnpives, and of Worlds. 
But Sacred be the veil, that kindly clouds 
A Light too keen for — ‘ wraps a View 
Too foftening Fair, for Thofe that here in Duft 
Muft chearful toil out their appointed Years. 
A Senfe of higher Life would only damp 
The School-Boy’s Task, and fpoil his playful Hours. 
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Nor 
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Nor could the Child of Reafony feeble Mam "0 o:002 TA 


With Vigour thro’ this:Infant Being:drudges -'o7 nowt b0eo77 
Did-brighter Worlds, :their uhimagin’d’ Blufs- "7 02 to 670.) 


Difclofing, dazle and diffolvé Ris Minds 2 --0f a-co rien ott 
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